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Application/Control Number: 10/673,694 
Art Unit: 3644 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims in 
this application have been allowed because the prior art, alone or in combination, does 
not disclose a drinker for a watering system of a poultry house, the drinker comprising 
a housing having a side wall, a top, and a bottom defining a valve chamber; the 
chamber having an inner surface and a floor; an inlet to place the drinker chamber in 
communication with a supply of water^ 1 an outlet port extending through the bottom 
of said housing to allow water to exit said housing; said outlet port being deflned by a 
side wall which slopes outwardly, such that the diameter at the bottom of the outlet 
opening is larger than the diameter at the top of the outlet opening; a valve seat in said 
chamber spaced axially above said outlet port; a valve member received within said 
chamber and movable between a first position in which said valve member engages 
said valve seat to close said outlet port to prevent the flow of water through said 
drinker and a second position In which said valve member is raised relative to said valve 
seat to open said outlet port to allow water to pass through said drinker; a pin 
extending through said outlet port; said pin having a shaft and a head on said shaft; 
said head having a circumference greater than said outlet port such that said head rests 
on said chamber floor; said head further comprising a side wall, an upper surface, and 
a cavity formed in said upper surface and deflned by an edge and a cavity surface; said 
cavity surface having a shape different from the shape of said valve member; said pin 

being pivotally mo veable relative to said housing to move said valve m ember f rom said 

closed position to said opened position; whereby, when said pin is pivoted said cavity 
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^ ^ in a n arc to en ga ge said valve member to move said valve member from 



said closed position to said opened position, the movement of the valve member being 
dependant upon the amount of movement of the pin cavity edge. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne R. Abbott whose telephone number is (703)308- 
2866. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on (703)305-7421. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, conta^Electi^nicBusiness 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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